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Call for a human rights impact assessment
 
Open letter to the Taoiseach
ICCL, along with civil society colleagues, has called on the government in an open letter to
the Taoiseach to carry out a Human Rights Impact Assessment involving all stakeholders
before 5 May (the current deadline for the restrictions on movement and events, and the
extraordinary powers of enforcement). This Assessment would help to identify groups that
are disproportionately impacted by the virus, the restrictions and/or the accompanying garda
powers. It would serve to ensure that more proportionate and targeted measures are used to
continue the public health effort.
 
Email your TD tool launched
The ICCL launched a tool to heighten public awareness of the need for a Human Rights
Impact Assessment to inform government policy before a decision is taken about the next
extension of emergency powers on 5 May. This tool facilitates individuals in raising this need
with their local parliamentary representatives (TDs) directly.  
 
Call to include physically distant protest as a reasonable excuse to leave home

ICCL has called on the government to review the decision to exclude protest from the list of
reasonable excuses to leave home during the pandemic. This issue was brought to the fore
by observed discrepancies between police treatment of protesters in Cork, Dingle, the Four
Courts, and Henry St in Dublin. A policy piece, entitled “The right to protest and Emergency
Health Regulations”, underpinning this call for review was published by the ICCL.
 
Joint Submission by the COVID-19 NGO Group on marginalised groups
 
ICCL, as  part  of  a  group  of  over  20  NGOs  facilitated  by  Community  Work  Ireland,
sent a Joint Submission to the government advocating a legislative and policy response to
the  COVID-19  crisis  that  is  based  on  social  justice  and  human  rights,  collectivity  and
community  empowerment,  and  participation.  The  Submission  outlines  the  issues  and
challenges facing already marginalised groups in Ireland, and it sets out recommendations
on how to mitigate the disproportionate impact of the crisis on them.

Other Media Engagement 
ICCL Executive Director, Liam Herrick, submitted a blog to KOD Lyons blog series, an Irish
Criminal Defence and Campaigning Human Rights Firm, entitled “Covid Suspension of Civil

https://www.communityworkireland.ie/covid-19-ngo-group-marginalised-groups-and-promoting-equality-inclusion-and-human-rights-in-the-covid-crisis-a-joint-submission/
https://www.iccl.ie/news/organisations-call-for-human-rights-impact-assessment-to-inform-state-review-of-covid19-response/
https://www.iccl.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/ICCL-Protest-and-the-Emergency-Health-Regulations.pdf
https://www.iccl.ie/news/include-protest-as-reasonable-excuse/
https://www.iccl.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/CSOs-letter-to-Taoiseach-calling-for-HRIA.pdf


Liberties – How worried should we be?”, which assesses the Irish State’s response to the
crisis and the consequent impact on fundamental freedoms thus far. 
 
ICCL staff  also appeared on various media platforms this week,  (RTÉ Radio One, TG4,
Newstalk  and  The  Irish  Examiner), reiterating  our  call  for  a  Human  Rights  Impact
Assessment and the need to review restrictions on protest rights in the current crisis.


