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Media Work

Human Rights in the pandemic: an analytical overview

Senior  Research  &  Policy  Officer,  Doireann  Ansbro,  wrote  a  comprehensive  and  wide-
ranging piece analysing the human rights implications of the covid-19 emergency legislation.

No conflict between human rights and public health measures

Executive Director, Liam Herrick, set out how the protection of human rights
does not obstruct the State response to covid-19, but rather strengthens it. Human rights
principles should guide and inform the introduction and development of all legal and policy
measures. 

Civil Liberties during the public health crisis

Executive Director, Liam Herrick, took part in a podcast interview on the restrictions on civil
liberties during the public health crisis and our role in working to ensure that they are not
disproportionately  limited.  The  podcast  episode  is  entitled  “Corona,  Lockdown  and  Civil
Liberties”. 

Submission to the Department of Justice & Equality on the draft Regulations

We  wrote  to  the  Department  in  relation  to  the  draft  Regulations  and  welcomed  the
opportunity to consult on the draft text within a short time frame.

 We raised the following issues:
 In  relation  to  the  "affected  area",  we  queried  whether  the  Minister  intends  to

designate the entire State or only some regions.

 We  strongly  welcomed  the  short  sunset  clause  to  11  April.  The  short  duration
suggests a proportionate response.  

 We welcomed the fact that the list of what constitutes a 'reasonable excuse' is non-
exhaustive. The fact that it is non-exhaustive is positive, and gives gardai and the
courts discretion to make common sense determinations. We suggested that it would
be helpful for Minister or Commissioner to state this.

 Our main concern relates to the designation of all of the relevant restrictions including
the 2km radius for exercise as penal provisions. This makes no distinction between
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those who might organise or host an event for example, and other more inadvertent
breaches of regulations. 

 We expressed concern about enforcement, clogging up courts, criminalising people
which could have long term effects on their career etc. in current climate and against
strong statements about policing by consent.

 We recommended introducing a safeguard in the form of a commitment to record any
use of these powers and a commitment to publish statistics on any such use. This
would be consistent with Government's emphasis on transparency and would garner
public support.

 We suggested that the Minister could demonstrate his willingness to consult  with
organisations  like  ours  and  to  commit  to  more  fulsome  consultation  on  future
measures.  This  may  help  affirm  the  Government's  commitment  to  human  rights
during this emergency period.

The Irish Times covered our work on the need for emergency measures, as did the Sunday
Business Post.
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