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Covid19-related Advocacy Work

Amendments to the Mental Health Act

We made our concerns in relation to amendments to the Mental Health Act known to the
Oireachtas in this comprehensive Explanatory Note.

Our main concerns include:
 Reviews of the detention of patients can now be conducted in writing. These are of

course necessary safeguards for the prevention of COVID19 but we recommend that
patients be supported to make their case in writing or remotely.

 Detention can now be extended for an additional 14 days. We recommended that this
only happen in very extreme circumstances and as a very last resort.

 Psychiatric examinations may now be made over the phone or remotely. We note an
important safeguard here is that a third psychiatrist must be consulted in cases of
disagreement between two consultant psychiatrists.

ICCL response to more stringent restrictions: 
Any limitations placed on human rights must be proportionate and necessary

We issued a statement in response to the 24 March announcement by government. While
these  new  restrictions  on  non-essential  services  and  outside  gatherings  announced  by
government clearly impact our rights, human rights law allows for such restrictions when
proportionate to the need to protect life and health.

We welcomed the Government’s emphasis on solidarity and cooperation as the basis for
Ireland’s public health response to COVID-19. We committed to examining the detail of the
proposed new restrictions on public events and economic activity, but we broadly support
the measured approach adopted by the Government to reduce transmission of this disease
in the short term. 

We also  strongly  welcomed  the  measures  proposed  in  relation  to  income support,  rent
freeze, a ban on evictions and providing public healthcare in private hospitals. These are
positive steps which are consistent with the government’s obligations to protect the most
vulnerable and to ensure people are treated equally, particularly during a health emergency.

We will be monitoring the application of the new emergency powers, which should only be
exercised in a manner proportionate to the risk to public health. While we support in general
the government’s decisive actions up until  now, we will  be unafraid to challenge them if
these new powers are abused in any way.

https://www.iccl.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/ICCL-Explanatory-Note-on-Emergency-Measures-in-the-Public-Interest.pdf
https://www.iccl.ie/news/exercise-emergency-powers-only-to-protect-health/


The powers to restrict our rights to liberty, free movement and assembly

Our Senior  Research and Policy Officer Doireann Ansbro wrote an  opinion piece on the
emergency legislation which gives the Government sweeping powers to tackle the spread of
Covid-19. 

https://www.irishexaminer.com/breakingnews/views/comment-the-irish-council-for-civial-liberties-on-new-covid-19-laws-989544.html

