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Covid19-related advocacy work

New Regulations introduced – movement no longer criminalised

We welcomed the exclusion  of  penal  provisions  in  relation  to  breaching  the  movement
restrictions,  which  came into  effect  on  Monday (8  June).  We have  been  calling  for  the
separation of health advice from criminal law since the outset of the public health emergency
and have been opposing the extraordinary powers of enforcement since their introduction on
7 April. We believe this return to a policy of policing by consent.

However, we note that, under these regulations, organising events for more than 15 people
will still attract criminal penalties and hope to see a lifting of these penal provisions as soon
as public health advice allows.

These regulations are effective until 29 June. 

Use of drones for surveillance purposes

We expressed concern at reports that Wexford County Council used drones for population
surveillance without carrying out a privacy assessment (as required by GDPR) beforehand.
We await further clarity on this issue. 

Letter sent raising issue of Food poverty

We sent a joint letter, with the NGO covid-19 group, to Minister for Employment Affairs and
Social Protection Regina Doherty. We are calling for the continuation of the schools meals
programme through the summer months as this programme is due to end at the end of this
month.
 
MEDIA ENGAGEMENT & COVERAGE

Funding Development Officer, Grace Tierney, wrote an article published in The Journal on
racism and discrimination in Ireland in the context of the wider Black Lives Matter movement
:https://www.thejournal.ie/readme/ireland-human-rights-race-relations-5118361-Jun2020/ 

Executive  Director,  Liam Herrick,  wrote an article  for  our  sister  organisation  in  Northern
Ireland, the Committee on the Administration of Justice (CAJ), on COVID-19 legislation and
regulation in the Republic of Ireland
:https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/caj.org.uk/2020/06/08132842/Just-News-June-
2020.pdf 

The role we play in monitoring policing is referred to here:

https://www.thejournal.ie/readme/ireland-human-rights-race-relations-5118361-Jun2020/
https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/caj.org.uk/2020/06/08132842/Just-News-June-2020.pdf
https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/caj.org.uk/2020/06/08132842/Just-News-June-2020.pdf
https://twitter.com/ICCLtweet/status/1270009017386119168?s=20
https://www.iccl.ie/news/iccl-welcomes-decriminalisation-of-restriction-on-movement/


:https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/garda-s%C3%ADochána-has-little-room-for-
complacency-on-human-rights-1.4275792 
Our call for an end to the extraordinary policing powers received wide coverage
https://www.dublinlive.ie/news/dublin-news/garda-lockdown-powers-inappropriate-say-
18366720

https://www.irishexaminer.com/breakingnews/ireland/gardai-will-encourage-people-to-obey-
covid-19-measures-now-penalties-no-longer-apply-1004222.html 

https://extra.ie/2020/06/09/news/irish-news/gardai-covid-powers-travel-arrest 

https://www.irishlegal.com/article/criminal-penalties-underpinning-restrictions-on-movement-
removed 

https://www.irishtimes.com/news/crime-and-law/covid-19-garda%C3%AD-lose-enforcement-
powers-over-movement-restrictions-1.4273899 

Director, Surveillance and Information Rights, Elizabeth Farries, is cited in this article on free
speech in the digital world
: https://www.businesspost.ie/life-arts/freedom-of-speech-in-the-digital-world-comes-at-a-
price-f0ff9a5d
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