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the year 2016 marked a number of significant milestones for the ICCl. It was in 
this year that the organisation celebrated 40 years as the foremost civil liberties 
organisation in Ireland. the anniversary was marked with an event hosted by our 

President, Michael D. Higgins, in Áras an uachtaráin, and brought together many friends, 
founders and supporters from the organisation’s distinguished history since its founding in 
1976. We thank President Higgins for this very special celebration which offered a chance 
for us all to reflect on the ICCl’s work: the place it has forged at the forefront of all the key 
human rights debates in Irish society and the significant impact on law, policy and public 
opinion to which it has contributed. Ireland is a freer and more equal society today because 
of ICCl’s work. 

It was also a year in which the ICCl experienced significant change in leadership of the 
organisation. the ICCl bid farewell to Mark Kelly who had lead the organisation for 10 
years. the organisation grew from strength to strength during his years of service and we 
thank him for his commitment to the organisation and to human rights. We welcome liam 
Herrick as the new Executive Director of the ICCl. liam brings to it an impeccable track 
record in leadership in justice and human rights, having served as the director of the Irish 
Penal Reform trust and most recently special advisor to President Higgins. We wish him 
every success in leading the organisation and will endeavour to support him in his new 
role. the terms of Board co-chairs, Siobhán Cummiskey and niall Mulligan, came to end 
during this time. We, on behalf of the Board, extend our sincere thanks to both for their 
long-standing commitment to the ICCl during their time on the Board. 

this year also saw the scheduled and phased closing of the Atlantic Philanthropies grants 
in Ireland and globally, amongst them the ICCl’s. the Atlantic Philanthropies have been 
singularly the most generous and important core funder of the ICCl and we owe it every 
thanks for its support over 20 years. It is only with the support of the Atlantic Philanthropies 
and others like it that the successes of the ICCl have been made possible. the ICCl faces 
now a new era of funding challenges as it heads into a new decade. We remain confident 
in the ability of the organisation to sustain and develop itself in the years ahead through 
expanding our network of funders and supporters. 

MEssAgE fROM CO-ChAiRs  
JB tERRInS AnD ClARE nAugHtOn

ThE ANNivERsARy wAs mARkEd wiTh AN EvENT hOsTEd by OUR PREsidENT, 
michAEL d. higgiNs, iN ÁRAs AN UAchTARÁiN, ANd bROUghT TOgEThER 
mANy fRiENds, fOUNdERs ANd sUPPORTERs fROm ThE ORgANisATiON’s 
disTiNgUishEd hisTORy siNcE iTs fOUNdiNg iN 1976. 
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ICCl maintained a high level of policy work during 2016. In the area of Justice, we were 
involved in a number of intensive Eu projects focussed on extending the emerging human 
rights standards from Eu law into domestic law in the areas of suspects’ rights and victims’ 
rights. We also continued to engage closely with the wide range of issue affecting the garda. 
In the area of Equality, we developed our work on hate crime and on reproductive rights, as 
well as publishing a Know Your Rights guide for Older People – a significant extension of 
our work in articulating the relevance of human rights to all sections of society. And in the 
area of Human Rights, ICCl continued to play a leadership role in the engagement of Irish 
civil society with the un human rights structures. 

the Human Rights Film Award events was again a showcase of exceptional film-making 
but more importantly a celebration of human survival against the most horrific of human 
rights atrocities. During 2016, we also extended our cooperation with our partners in the 
International network of Civil liberties Organisations – an area of our work with further 
potential for growth over the coming years, and the year ended with a highly entertaining and 
engaging evening with Ben Wizner, Director of the AClu’s Speech, Privacy, and technology 
Project and legal advisor to Edward Snowden.

As the ICCl enters into a new decade it faces an Ireland, and indeed a world, which is at a 
critical moment for the protection of human rights. global political developments present 
grave new risks to rights and freedoms. this is a moment when defence of our hard-fought 
human rights protections is more important than ever, and it is essential that a strong ICCl 
is in place to defend individual rights and vulnerable and marginalised communities. 

We, as always but perhaps more than ever, continue to rely on the support of our members, 
our funders and, most importantly, our staff to fulfil this role. We have mentioned the 
significant changes which took place within ICCl throughout 2016. We recognise and convey 
our deep gratitude to the staff who have continued to keep the activity of the organisation 
going throughout this period of change. We join you in looking forward to a new decade for 
the ICCl – one which will further cement its place as an essential defender of human rights 
and as an effective champion for the advancement of justice and freedom in Irish society. 

gLObAL POLiTicAL dEvELOPmENTs PREsENT gRAvE NEw Risks TO RighTs 
ANd fREEdOms. This is A mOmENT whEN dEfENcE Of OUR hARd-fOUghT 
hUmAN RighTs PROTEcTiONs is mORE imPORTANT ThAN EvER, ANd iT is 
EssENTiAL ThAT A sTRONg iccL is iN PLAcE TO dEfENd iNdividUAL RighTs 
ANd vULNERAbLE ANd mARgiNALisEd cOmmUNiTiEs.
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ExECUTivE DiRECTOR’s fOREwORD  
lIAM HERRICK

It is a great honour for me to take up the role of Executive Director of ICCl at a critical 
moment in the development of the organisation. So much has been achieved over the 
recent period of ICCl’s work – not least through the work of ICCl on Marriage Equality. 

However, there can be no complacency when we consider the challenges that lie ahead. 
At a moment when human rights and civil liberties are under attack globally, the work of 
ICCl and our colleagues in other regions of the world has taken on a new significance and 
urgency. 

the potential impact of BREXIt on the protection of human rights in Ireland, north and 
South, will be a defining issue for us over the next few years, and the rapidly evolving threats 
to our privacy and liberties emanating from technology and surveillance are international 
issues that have a particular relevance and potency for Ireland. Domestically, the crisis 
of public confidence in An garda Síochána continues to deepen, and it will be crucial that 
human rights are at the centre of the reform agenda which is so urgently needed within 
the force. At the same time, the funding environment for human rights work is more 
difficult than it has been for many years. In Ireland, we have benefitted enormously over 
the past 20 years from the support which has been provided by 
Atlantic Philanthropies. that funding is now drawing to an 
end, requiring ICCl to source new levels of financing from 
our Irish members and supporters, as well as from new 
international partners. We have a strong record in using 
our expertise to achieve real change in the protection of 
human rights in Ireland, and we believe that ICCl has an 
essential role to play in shaping the future of Ireland 
and in ensuring that human rights are central to 
political and public discourse. 

AT A mOmENT whEN hUmAN RighTs 
ANd civiL LibERTiEs ARE UNdER 
ATTAck gLObALLy, ThE wORk Of  
iccL ANd OUR cOLLEAgUEs iN  
OThER REgiONs Of ThE wORLd  
hAs TAkEN ON A NEw sigNificANcE 
ANd URgENcy. 
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JB Terrins (Co-Chair)

Clare Naughton (Co-Chair)

Alan DP Brady

Claire Hamilton

Jonah Mudehwe

Deirdre Miller 

Andrew Forde 

the ICCl is governed by an Executive Board drawn from academia, business and the 
law. During 2016, co-chairs niall Mulligan and Siobhan Cummiskey stood down from 
the Board on completing their terms. the Board members elected at the AgM in 

September 2016 were:

ThE 2016 ExECUTivE BOARD

ICCl Board Members and former Executive Director Mark Kelly with President and Sabina Higgins
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sTAff iNfORMATiON

Mark Kelly stood down as Executive Director in September 2016 after 11 years. 

liam Herrick was appointed as the new Executive Director after an open application process 
and took up the role in november. 

In December, Karen Cieselski, Head of External Development, left ICCl after 10 years with 
the organisation.

ICCl staff at the Human rights Film Awards 2016: Stephen O’Hare, Pia Janning, Emily glen, Mark Kelly,  
Karen Cieselski, Suzanne Handley, Deidre Duffy, Jason O’Mara
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2016 was a very significant year for ICCl as it marked the 40th anniversary of the 
organisation’s foundation by former President Mary Robinson and others, including 
the late Kadar Asmal. On 8th of June, we were very honoured that President Michael 

D Higgins agreed to host a 40th anniversary event for the Council at Áras an uachtaráin, 
which was attended by supporters, members and friends.  

Speaking at the event, President Higgins reminded guests of the intention of the founders 
when establishing the ICCl, “to promote human rights, protect civil liberties, recover them 
where they have been removed, and enlarge them where they have been diminished.” 
President Higgins went on to call on ICCl to continue its essential work:  

“the protection of human rights in Ireland can never be fully realised if it is understood as 
something external or extraneous. We must have ownership as a people of the principles 
and values of human rights, those rights sourced in Bunreacht na hÉireann as well as those 
sourced in international law”.

40Th ANNivERsARy

longstanding ICCl member gearóid Kilgallon with President Higgins at Áras an uachtaráin

ThE PROTEcTiON Of hUmAN RighTs iN iRELANd cAN NEvER bE fULLy 
REALisEd if iT is UNdERsTOOd As sOmEThiNg ExTERNAL OR ExTRANEOUs. 
wE mUsT hAvE OwNERshiP As A PEOPLE Of ThE PRiNciPLEs ANd vALUEs 
Of hUmAN RighTs, ThOsE RighTs sOURcEd iN bUNREAchT NA hÉiREANN 
As wELL As ThOsE sOURcEd iN iNTERNATiONAL LAw”.
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AREAs Of wORK   

JUsTiCE 

inside Police Custody
the research project, Inside Police Custody, kicked off in September 2016 and will run 
until September 2018. the project is funded by the European-Commission and has nine 
countries participating. Eight of these are funded by the European-Commission: lithuania, 
Slovenia, Austria, Romania, Hungary, Bulgaria, Italy and Poland; while the Open Society 
Justice Initiative has agreed, through the ICCl, to fund an organisation in Spain, to take 
part in the research. Based on tested methodology from similar projects carried out in 
other European countries, in the Baltic region and in latin America, this project will place 
observational researchers in police stations and accompanying lawyers over a three to four 
month period. national reports and a comparative report will be produced based on the 
findings with a project conference taking place at the end of the project. this project will 
also encompass a solid advocacy component with individual, tailored events taking place 
in each jurisdiction to discuss the findings from the research and where appropriate and/
or necessary consider reforms. the first project research meeting took place in September 
2016. Following from this, the project expert prepared the necessary research tools and 
these were disseminated among the group and the partners began working to gain access 
to police stations. the ICCl has been assisting them in this regard. 

JUsTiCiA European Rights Network
Since the European Commission granted the Irish Council for Civil liberties a significant 
operating grant in July 2012, we have taken the lead in the newly formalised JuStICIA 
European Rights network consisting of 19 network Member organisations based in 17 Eu 
Member States. the activities include holding training seminars and conferences; producing 
various publications; and engaging in collective lobbying in the area of Eu criminal justice. 
ICCl has successfully led the JuStICIA network of European ngOs. On 19th of October 
2016, a roundtable on legal Aid Reform, which was jointly hosted by Dennis de Jong MEP 
and JuStICIA, took place at the European Parliament in Brussels.  A very successful event, 
it was focused on the five Directives enacted under the Procedural Rights Roadmap and the 
effective implementation of these. 

siNcE ThE EUROPEAN cOmmissiON gRANTEd ThE iRish cOUNciL fOR civiL 
LibERTiEs A sigNificANT OPERATiNg gRANT iN JULy 2012, wE hAvE TAkEN 
ThE LEAd iN ThE NEwLy fORmALisEd JUsTiciA EUROPEAN RighTs NETwORk 
cONsisTiNg Of 19 NETwORk mEmbER ORgANisATiONs bAsEd iN 17 EU 
mEmbER sTATEs. 
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Right of Access to a Lawyer Best Practice and implementation Report
the Irish Council for Civil liberties launched the Implementation of the Right of Access to a 
lawyer: training Manual at an event in Dublin’s Westbury Hotel on 26th of January 2016. the 
manual provides practitioners with practical, applied and accessible resources to support 
them in implementing the provisions of the Eu Directive on the Right to Access a lawyer.

 the ICCl-led trans-European network JuStICIA screened a new educational animation 
on the right to a fair trial, which was also screened at the launch. Expanding JuStICIA’s 
project, the new animation explains the procedural rights of suspected and accused persons 
contained within three Eu Directives; the Right to Interpretation and translation, the Right to 
Information, and the Right to Access a lawyer.

Staff of Michael Staines & Co. Solicitors at launch of Access to a lawyer Project

9IRISH COunCIl FOR CIvIl lIBERtIES A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 6



Publication: A handy guide to the Phone snooping Powers of the garda 
síochána Ombudsman Commission (gsOC) and An garda síochána
In January 2016, the Irish public learned that the garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission 
(gSOC) was investigating certain members of the gardaí about alleged leaks of confidential 
information to the media, and that gSOC had accessed the personal data of journalists – in 
this case their phone records – while investigating the alleged leaks. gSOC obtained the 
phone records to try to pinpoint whether gardaí had been in contact with the journalists, 
and whether they were authorised to do so. Following from this revelation, the ICCl 
published A Handy guide to the Phone Snooping Powers of the garda Síochána Ombudsman 
Commission (gSOC) and An garda Síochána. the publication provided information on the 
circumstances that phone records can be accessed by gardaí and gSOC and whether there 
is any protection for private information or external oversight, as well as recommending an 
independent review of both gSOC and garda powers.

victims’ Rights Alliance and the EU Training Model for victims of Crime
In 2015, the ICCl contributed to the submission of the victims’ Rights Alliance during the 
pre-legislative process of the Criminal Justice (victims of Crime) Bill, which will incorporate 
the Eu victims’ Directive into Irish law. During 2016 the ICCl continued to attend victims’ 
Rights Alliance meetings and worked closely with the Alliance in relation to the Bill. 

In 2016 the ICCl was joined by the Coordinator of the victims’ Rights Alliance, Maria 
McDonald, as a consultant to the Eu training Model for the victims’ Directive project. the 
project is funded by the European Commission, and is intended to support the training 
of European lawyers, prosecutors and the judiciary (if appropriate in the Member State) 
on the needs and rights of victims of crime as provided for in the victims’ Directive. this 
project will be delivered through active engagement and multi-agency partnership with 
key stakeholders within the five criminal justice systems; Ireland, lithuania, Hungary, 
Portugal and Slovenia. the aim of the project is to provide training, guidance and best 
practice methodologies to raise awareness and understanding of the rights afforded to 
victims under the victims’ Directive. 
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ThE Aim Of ThE PROJEcT is TO PROvidE TRAiNiNg, gUidANcE ANd bEsT 
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ThE RighTs AffORdEd TO vicTims UNdER ThE vicTims’ diREcTivE



AREAs Of wORK   

EQUALiTy 
A 360 Degree Evaluation of hate Crime Legislation in ireland and 
Proposals for its Reform
In 2015, the ICCl launched the preliminary finding of the research project ‘A 360 Degree 
Evaluation of Hate Crime legislation in Ireland and Proposals for its Reform’. the project 
was commissioned from the university of limerick’s Hate and Hostility Research group, led 
by Amanda Haynes and Jennifer Schweppe. During 2016 the ICCl continued to work with 
the university of limerick toward the completion of the project. Following the production of 
preliminary findings and proposals for legislative reform in 2015, the final report, drawing 
together the research findings, was delivered by the research team to the ICCl.

The Life Cycle of hate Crime
the inaugural meeting of the research team for the Eu research project the life Cycle 
of Hate Crime took place at the offices of JuStICE in london on 19th of October 2015. 
this project is led by ICCl and involves partners from the Ireland, the united Kingdom, 
Sweden, latvia and the Czech Republic.  Research for the project progressed in 2016 and 
an interim report on the progress was submitted to the European Commission in October 
2016. Fieldwork continues to progress on the project for each jurisdiction into 2017.

Repeal the 8th
the ICCl continued to work closely with the civil society grouping, the Coalition to Repeal 
the 8th Amendment (which is based in the ICCl offices), to promote the repeal of the 8th 
Amendment, including with respect to convening meetings to share information, building 
consensus and agreeing joint actions.

the ICCl’s work on the 8th amendment in 2016 included:
• Attending a two-day meeting with key civil society groups to discuss the proposed models 

for a legal framework on abortion if the 8th Amendment is removed from the Constitution
• Providing suggestions as to experts to the Citizens Assembly, who held their first 

meeting on the 15th October 2016
• Writing to the secretariat in October, to which ICCl received a reply noting our 

engagement with the body and appreciation for the Blueprint documents which we had 
provided to the Department of the taoiseach previously. 

the ICCl also made a submission to the Citizens Assembly in December 2016. the 
submission included a brief overview of ICCl’s history of campaigning for the full realisation 
of reproductive rights for women and girls in Ireland including access to safe and legal 
abortion. the submission also included the applicable Irish law, European law (European 
Convention on Human Rights) and international human rights treaties, as well as the 
possible future regulation of abortion in Ireland.
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Know your Rights – A guide for Older People
On the 31st of May 2016, the ICCl launched Know Your Rights – A guide for Older People. 
the new guide, written by Patricia Conboy with the support of ICCl, provides up-to-date, 
practical information on the rights of older people in Ireland on a range of issues including: 

• Pension Rights
• Retirement age
• Right to Health and Community Care
• Private Health Insurance
• Consumer Rights
• Rights to Access Information and Data Protection
• Elder Abuse

Know Your Rights – A guide for Older People is written for people who are too often 
characterised as recipients of care rather than recognised as individual rights holders. this 
new guide, which contains resources to empower older people to vindicate their rights, will 
help to redress the balance. the information project is designed to inform people in clear and 
accessible language about their rights under various areas of the law in Ireland. the guide 
has been awarded a Plain English mark by the national Adult literacy Agency (nAlA). It was 
produced by the ICCl with the support of the Community Foundation of Ireland. 

Minister of State for Mental Health and Older People, Helen McEntee t.D. with Stephen O’Hare,  
Mark Kelly and Pia Janning of ICCl
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AREAs Of wORK   

hUMAN RighTs 
EU Agency for fundamental Rights
the ICCl continued to deliver key research and information services in 2016, as part of our 
ongoing relationship with the Eu Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRAnEt). In 2016, the 
ICCl took over project management of the FRAnEt qualitative research project entitled, the 
Right to Independent living for Persons with Disabilities. Six focus groups were conducted 
with stakeholders including HSE, HIQA, CEOs of service providers, respondents with a 
physical disability and respondents with an intellectual disability.  the ICCl completed 
four sections of the FRA Annual Report contribution from Ireland. these sections were 
submitted on 7th of October 2016 for review. ICCl submitted a short research report on 
trends in funding and space for civil society organisations operating in Ireland. the report 
was drafted in response to a request for information from the FRA. 

Universal Periodic Review and UN human Rights Reporting 
implementation Project
the universal Periodic Review (uPR) involves a review of the human rights record of all 
un Member States every four and a half years. the review is based on the human rights 
commitments made by un countries. the uPR is a State-driven process, under the auspices 
of the Human Rights Council, which provides the opportunity for each State to declare what 
actions they have taken to improve the human rights situations in their countries and to 
fulfil their human rights obligations. On the 23rd of September 2016, the ICCl made an oral 
statement at the 33rd Session of the uPR, at which the draft report on Ireland was finalised. 
A written response from the Your Rights Right now coalition was also submitted on 29th 
August 2016.

The international Network of Civil Liberties Organizations (iNCLO)
the International network of Civil liberties Organizations (InClO) is a network of 
independent, national human rights organizations working to promote fundamental rights 
and freedoms, of which ICCl is an active member.

On the 9th of March 2016, InClO and Physicians for Human Rights (PHR) released their 
report, lethal in Disguise: the Health Consequences of Crowd-Control Weapons. the report, 
which contains input from ICCl, focuses on the dangers of so-called “less lethal weapons”, 
particularly when used to control or manage assemblies. It is unique in its format of linking 
medical literature and data on weapons’ health effects with case studies highlighting their 
human toll. the report underscores the very real dangers of crowd-control weapons; 
documenting cases of death, disability, and serious injury that occur when weapons 
are used inappropriately and, in the case of protests, often indiscriminately. In addition 

13IRISH COunCIl FOR CIvIl lIBERtIES A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 6



to summarising a critical mass of medical literature on the effects of these weapons, it 
includes case studies from Argentina, Canada, Egypt, England, Hungary, Israel, Kenya, 
South Africa, and the united States. 

the ICCl was invited to attend and to make a presentation at the International Intelligence 
Oversight Forum organised by the un Special Rapporteur on Privacy in Bucharest on 11th 
and 12th of October 2016. the theme of the forum was “Oversight of intelligence 2016-2026: 
challenges and choices.” the event was to be the first edition of an annual event which is 
scheduled every year for at least the next three years with the Forum moving to different 
countries and continents to engage with stakeholders everywhere across the globe. the 
participants were members of intelligence oversight bodies, representatives of intelligence 
agencies and representatives from civil society. the ICCl gave a 45-minute presentation 
on behalf of InClO, which included an overview of the forthcoming InClO publication, 
Surveillance and Democracy – Chilling tales from around the World.

the ICCl hosted a high-level event on Informational Rights on 7th of December 2016, to 
officially launch the InClO publication Surveillance and Democracy – Chilling tales from 
around the World in Europe. the un Special Rapporteur on the Right to Privacy launched 
the report followed by a panel discussion chaired by Karlin lillington (Irish times) and 
including Ben Wizner (AClu) and tJ McIntyre (Digital Rights Ireland). this event was 
followed by a lecture presented by Ben Wizner to group of leading lawyers and ICCl 
supporters on 8th of December.

Ben Wizner of the AClu addresses the ICCl lawyers Event, 8th December 2016
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AREAs Of wORK   

EDUCATiON & OUTREACh
iCCL human Rights film Awards 2016
Caoimhe Butterly was awarded the grand Prize at the eighth annual Irish Council for Civil 
liberties (ICCl) Human Rights Film Awards, which was held in Dublin’s light House Cinema 
on 30th of June 2016. 

Caoimhe was honoured with the award for her short documentary the Border - an emotive 
and stark examination of life at the Idomeni border crossing in greece. the documentary 
highlights the dislocation and uncertainty of the over 12,000 women, men and children 
stranded at Idomeni. the Border shows us the real impact of European border closures 
and brings us the voices of those most directly affected. In the context of ongoing tragedy 
in the Aegean and Mediterranean seas, where smuggling networks continue to ply their 
deplorable trade, the Border is a clear and considered portrait of people who are so often 
“other-ed” by media representations that homogenise and delegitimize a multitude of 
human narratives and lived experiences.

the ICCl Human Rights Film Awards gala, which was held in a full house in Screen 1 of the 
light House Cinema, saw second place prize go to Backlash: the War on Human Rights, 
a documentary that looks at concerted attacks by the governments on critical voices and 
human rights defenders around the world. Director Ciaran O’Connor tells the stories of the 
people and organizations who are in the direct firing line, revealing the personal impact on 
those working on the front lines.

Caoime Butterly, Director, and Marcele Biglia, Cinematographer, “the Border”
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The shortlist:
the 2016 ICCl Human Rights Film Awards shortlist is the cream of the entries to this year’s 
competition. the shortlist makes for captivating viewing, and gives creative life to urgent 
human rights issues facing the world today.

Backlash: The war on human Rights

Directors: nuala Cunningham & Ciaran O’Connor

violence against human rights defenders is not new, but this documentary looks beyond 
individual attacks to highlight the alarmingly concerted attack by the powerful on the very 
idea of human rights. All around the world, governments increasingly attempt to suppress 
critical voices and repress and discredit the work of ngOs and human rights defenders. to 
capture and convey the true extent of this complex issue, Director Ciaran O’Connor tells 
the stories of the people and organisations who are in the direct firing line, revealing the 
personal impact on those working on the ground all around the world.

Breathe

Director: James Doherty

located in the heart of the travelling community, Breathe tells the story of a father 
struggling to come to terms with his son’s emerging gender identity. Breathe explores the 
themes of acceptance as we follow a father’s transformation from being a resistant force 
succumbing to the expectations of a patriarchal society and the memory of his own violent 
father to accepting his son for who he is. Working with traveller actors, traveller’s Rights 
groups and filming in Ireland, Director James Doherty has brought a raw aesthetic to the 
story, capturing the travelling community in an accurate and respectful portrayal.

The Border

Director: Caoimhe Butterly

Filmed at the Idomeni border crossing in northern greece in April 2016, Caoimhe Butterly’s 
documentary starkly highlights the dislocation and uncertainty of the over 12,000 women, 
men and children who were stranded there. the Border shows us the real impact of 
European border closures, and brings us the voices of those most directly affected. In the 
context of continuing tragedy in the Aegean and Mediterranean seas, where smuggling 
networks continue to ply their deplorable trade, the Border is a clear and considered 
portrayal of people who are so often “Other-ed” by media representations that homogenise 
– and delegitimize – a multitude of human narratives and lived experiences.

swap

Directors: Masood Eslami & Qafar Azad

Swap, directed by Kabul based writer and director Masood Eslami tells the story of an 
Afghan family with two daughters who are managing their family’s wellbeing in a country 
where conflict is never far from the surface. Highlighting the issue of violence against 
women, Swap, tells the story of a child bride married to an old man to secure the safety 
and security of her family. the relationship between violence against women and war is 
explored in this intense short film.
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youthReach Art Event
On Friday 16 December, the 2016 Youthreach ICCl Human Rights Competition concluded 
with an award ceremony and prize giving in the Office of the Ombudsman for Children. the 
ceremony was attended by all of the Youthreach participants who entered. the event was 
largely sponsored by gallagher Shatter and DID Electrical who awarded 3 tablet computers 
to the three winning entrants. the first prize winner was featured on the social media of 
Repeal Eight, the Hunreal Issues and the Coalition to Repeal the Eighth and, in lieu of 
organising a work placement for this participant, we organised a meet and greet with the 
artist Maser who inspired the winning installation. 

Executive Director, liam Herrick, with participants of the YouthReach Art Event
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January

• ‘ICCl welcomes “clarification” by PAS of its role in Policing Authority appointments’, 
press release 6th January 2016

• ‘ICCl calls for transparent and timely process as government refers Constitutional 
Convention recommendation to Oireachtas Committee’, press release 14th January 2016

• ‘ICCl calls for review of safeguards on phone snooping by gSOC and guards’, press 
release 15th January 2016 

• ‘A Handy guide to the Phone Snooping Powers of the garda Síochána Ombudsman 
Commission (gSOC) and An garda Síochána’, 18th January 2016

• ‘ICCl welcomes rapidity of snooping review; has “serious misgivings” on limited 
scope’, press release 19th January 2016

• ‘Minister’s reasons for snooping review restrictions “implausible” says rights 
watchdog’, press release 21st January 2016

• ‘Seminar and Report launch on Right of Access to a lawyer’, 26th January 2016

• ‘Right of Access to a lawyer Best Practice and Implementation Report’, 27th January 2016

february

• ‘Respect for human rights must not be a “political football” says ICCl’, press release 
8th February 2016

• ‘“last call” for politicians to “nail their colours to the mast” on abortion reform’, press 
release 25th February 2016

March

• ‘International network of Civil liberties Organizations (InClO) launch Report on 
Crowd Control Weapons’, press release 9th March 2016

• ‘InClO - lethal in Disguise: the Health Consequences of Crowd-Control Weapons’, 9th 
March 2016

• ‘Civil Society groups Prepare for un Spotlight on Ireland’s Rights Record’, press 
release 10th March 2016

May

• ‘government facing rights leadership test at un today’, press release 11th May 2016

• ‘Ireland has “Case to Answer” on abortion, disabilities and detention - says ICCl’, press 
release 11th May 2016

• ‘Rights Watchdog Calls for “Blueprint” of Repeal the 8th Assembly’, press release 12th 
May 2016

• ‘ICCl Welcomes government’s uPR Rights Pledges’, press release 13th May 2016

• ‘Marriage Referendum First Anniversary’, press release 22nd May 2016

• ‘Watchdog Calls for “Further Disclosure” of Commissioner’s legal Instructions’, press 
release 25th May 2016

• ‘Minister of State for Mental Health and Older People, Helen McEntee t.D., launches 
new guide to rights of older people’, 31st May 2016

• ‘Know Your Rights – A guide for Older People’, May 2016

PUBLiCATiONs AND EvENTs
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June

• ‘new un opinion “cranks up pressure” for abortion law reform says ICCl’, press 
release 9th June 2016

• ‘Human Rights Watchdog ‘draws the line’ at use of religion to discriminate’, press 
release 21st June 2016

• ‘Rights Chief Moves On’, press release 22nd June 2016

• ‘ICCl Human Rights Film Awards’, 30th June 2016

July

• ‘Statement by the Irish Council for Civil liberties on deportation of persons suspected 
of activities related to terrorism’, press release 18th July 2016

August

• ‘Repeal the 8th Mural Rises Again’, press release 3rd August 2017

september

• ‘liam Herrick to be new Executive Director of Irish Council for Civil liberties’, press 
release 2nd September 2016

• ‘Media advisory: On Eve of March for Choice, un Spotlight Again Falls on Ireland’s 
Human Rights Record’, press release 21st September 2016

• ‘Ireland Again Rejects un’s Recommendations on Abortion’, press release 23rd 
September 2016

October

• ‘ICCl pays tribute to Martin naughton’, press release 14th October 2016

November

• ‘Human Rights Obligations left outstanding following publication of report, says rights 
watchdog’, press release 23rd november 2016

December

• ‘Ireland has central role in global surveillance and privacy rights, says Human Rights 
Watchdog’, press release 7th December 2016

• ‘International Human Rights Day: A Year in Review’, press release 9th December 2016

• ‘ICCl Submission to the Citizens’ Assembly on the Eighth Amendment to the 
Constitution’, 16th December 2016
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Atlantic Philanthropies
this year marked the final period of Atlantic’s support for ICCl’s work – and of its operations 
more generally. Over the past twenty years, Atlantic has been the largest funder of ICCl’s 
work and has been central to the development of ICCl into the strong organisation that it 
has become and the support of successive staff members at Atlantic has been particularly 
important during this period.  the departure of Atlantic presents a significant challenge to 
ICCl and to other human rights organisations working in Ireland; especially for those, like 
ICCl, who do not seek government funding.

sigrid Rausing Trust
the Sigrid Rausing trust Board continued to support ICCl through core funding in 2016, 
and approved further funding to cover the 2017 calendar year.

EU Projects
ICCl was successful in a number of open competitions for Eu Action grants in 2016, 
including Inside Police Custody and Developing an Eu training Module for the victims’ 
Directive. these were in addition to previous grants approved for lifecycle of a Hate Crime 
and the Operating grant for JuStICIA 2016.

Developing Major gifts 
As ICCl prepares for a new phase in our development, we aim to build a strong and 
sustainable funding base from our members and supporters. During the second half 
of 2016, we prepared a Major gifts Strategy which identifies the potential for individual 
donations to make a more significant contribution to the future funding base of ICCl.  this 
will be implemented in 2017.

ORgANisATiONAL DEvELOPMENT  
fUNDiNg
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the ICCl consists of two organisations – the ICCl Association and ICCl ltd., a company 
limited by guarantee. All of our day-to-day activities are managed by ICCl ltd., 
including promotional and awareness-raising initiatives, research and policy activities, 

fundraising campaigns, staff costs and general overhead expenditure. the ICCl Association 
is a membership organisation. the ICCl Association’s financial statements reflect all income 
generated through membership fees and additional donations made by members.

the ICCl receives income from individual members, supporters and a small number 
of foundations and trusts in order to carry out the work of the organisation. the ICCl 
expends its income on research, campaigning and promotional costs across the four main 
‘pillars’ of the  organisation’s work (monitoring human rights, promoting justice, securing 
equality and organisational development). Information is provided to all donors, including 
individuals, trusts and foundations, on a regular basis regarding developments, activities 
and programmes to ensure that the ICCl operates in a manner that is transparent and 
accountable. the ICCl complies with all legal and regulatory requirements, in line with best 
practice for ngOs. the ICCl financial statements for 2016 have been audited by Squires & 
Co. Chartered Accountants & Registered Auditors, 32 Merrion Street, Dublin 2.

iRish COUNCiL fOR CiviL LiBERTiEs AssOCiATiON
- Income & Expenditure Account for the year ended 31 December 2016  22

- Balance Sheet as at 31 December 2015 23

iRish COUNCiL fOR CiviL LiBERTiEs LiMiTED
- Income & Expenditure Account for the year ended 31 December 2016  24

- Balance Sheet as at 31 December 2015 25

fiNANciAL  
sTATEmENTs
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iRish COUNCiL fOR CiviL LiBERTiEs AssOCiATiON
InCOME & EXPEnDItuRE ACCOunt  
FOR tHE YEAR EnDED 31 DECEMBER 2016

  2016 2015

   € €

income

grants   0 2,500

Membership fees  7,280 6,013

Donations from supporters   0 5,120

Other income   0 0

  7,280 13,633

Special Funds  0 0

Total income   7,280 13,633

Expenditure on Activities of strategic Plan

Capacity Building   31 31

Research and Policy Development   0 9,162

Campaigning and Communications   70 70

lobbying and Advocacy   0 0

networking   0 0

Fundraising   0 0

Total Expenditure   101 9,263

surplus of income over Expenditure   7,179 4,370

Approved by the board on 16 september 2017
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iRish COUNCiL fOR CiviL LiBERTiEs AssOCiATiON
BAlAnCE SHEEt AS At 31 DECEMBER 2016

  2016 2016 2015 2015

   € €	 €	 €

fixed Assets 

Prepayments

Bank and Cash  39,570  32,391

   39,570  32,391

Current Liabilities 

trade Creditors  0  0

Accruals  0  0

   0  0

Net Assets   39,570  32,391

Cash flow carry forward   32,391  28,021

Surplus of Income  

over Expenditure   7,179  4,370

   39,570  32,391

Approved by the board on 16 september 2017
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iRish COUNCiL fOR CiviL LiBERTiEs LiMiTED
InCOME & EXPEnDItuRE ACCOunt  
FOR tHE YEAR EnDED 31 DECEMBER 2016

  2016 2015

   € €

income    

grant Income    1,048,794 1,092,624 

Other Income    10,581 38,559

  1,059,375 1,131,183

Expenditure  (908,727) (951,542)

surplus  150,648 179,641

Administrative expenses  (186,325) (177,869)

Operating surplus/(deficit)  (35,677) 1,772

Bank interest and similar income   11  12

surplus/(deficit) before tax  (35,666) 1,784

tax on surplus/(deficit)  - (3)

surplus/(deficit) for year  (35,666) 1,781

Total surplus/(deficit)  (35,666) 1,781

Surplus brought forward  33,231 31,450

Accumulated surplus/(deficit) to carry forward   (2,435) 33,231

Approved by the board on 16 september 2017
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iRish COUNCiL fOR CiviL LiBERTiEs LiMiTED
BAlAnCE SHEEt AS At 31 DECEMBER 2016

  2016 2015

   € €

Non-Current Assets  

Property, plant and equipment   7,970 15,465

Current Assets  

Debtors  515,730 328,203

Cash and cash equivalents  492,123 182,623

  1,007,853 510,826

Creditors: Amounts falling due within one year  (1,018,258) (493,060)

Net Current (Liabilities)/Assets  (10,405) 17,766

Total Assets less Current Liabilities  (2,435) 33,231

Reserves

Income statement  (2,435) 33,231

Equity attributable to owners of the company  (2,435) 33,231

Approved by the board on 16 september 2017
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