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Congrats and goodbye to
Stephen
AS WE WRITE TO YOU, ICCL BIDS A
fond farewell to Stephen O’Hare, who
has been with us in his capacity as
JUSTICIA programme di-
rector and European
Projects Manager, and
previously as Senior Re-
search and Policy Pro-
gramme Manager, for
over 7 years now. Stephen
took up his new post as
Executive Director of the
Transgender Equality

Network Ireland (TENI) in October and
we wish him every success in this en-
deavour. We’d like to take this opportunity
to formally thank Stephen for his hard
work and dedication over so many years

at ICCL.

Goodbye to Ethan
We’d also like to say thank you
and best of luck to Ethan Shattock
who has been with us providing
administrative and policy over the
past three months. Ethan will be
returning to his studies in 2018
and we wish him all the best

ABOUT THE ICCL

The Irish Council for Civil Liberties
is committed to an Ireland that is
more just, more free, and where
human rights and civil liberties are
enjoyed by everyone.

Fully independent of government
and fearless in our advocacy for
human rights, we have been at the
forefront of all key human rights
campaigns in Irish society, making
a significant impact on law, policy
and public opinion. These have
included the campaigns for legal
divorce, decriminalisation of
homosexuality and for marriage
equality; working for equality
legislation and institutions;
resistance to emergency legislation
and the removal of constitutional
due process protections; and
consistent advocacy for women’s
rights, including reproductive
rights.

We act as an essential defender of
human rights and civil liberties and
as an effective champion for the
advancement of justice and
freedom in Irish society.

Founded in 1976, we have worked
tirelessly to defend and strengthen
constitutional rights protections
and to ensure the full
implementation of international
human rights standards. We draw
on the tradition of civil liberties
activism in many countries,
including the civil rights
movements in Northern Ireland,
the United Kingdom and the United
States. Domestically focused and
internationally informed, we have
developed strong partnerships with
civil society organisations in Ireland
and networks and alliances with
similar organisations
internationally.

For more information, visit our new
website: https://www.iccl.ie

CONTACT ICCL

Irish Council for Civil Liberties,
9-13 Blackhall Place,
Dublin-7

Phone: +353-1-799 4504
Email: info@iccl.ie

IN 2016 WE CELEBRATED 40 YEARS
of ICCL; and in 2017 we began to lay
the foundations for the next phase in

our history. Over the past year, the
Board and staff of ICCL have completed
a significant process of restructuring of
the organisation to ensure that ICCL
can meet the changed environment for
our work.

In our new Strategic Plan, agreed this
year, we recognise that the international
human rights movement is at a critical
moment. The Trump administration is
mounting direct attacks on human rights
and equality, domestically and globally. 

Brexit and the rise of populism in Europe
also present immense challenges to
democratic norms and freedoms, and
civil society is under threat in many
countries. For all of these reasons,
our unique role as an independent
voice to defend the rights of the
vulnerable and marginalised will
become more important than
ever. 

The past year has been
one of great change with-
in ICCL. I took up the
post of Executive Director
in November of last year,
taking over from Mark Kelly
who had led ICCL since 2006.
In 2017 we welcomed a num-
ber of new staff members
who will lead this new
strategic direction for the

organisation. A number of colleagues
have also left ICCL to take up other
opportunities after making a very
significant contribution to our work over
many years.

The next few months will be an exciting
time and you will see a high level of
activity across all our areas of work – in
justice, policing, women’s rights and
privacy. We recently launched a new
website (very exciting for all of us!) and
we will also shortly be moving offices
(watch this space!).

A further change you will see in the
months ahead is a greater level of en-
gagement with our members and sup-
porters. We are committed to involving

our members more in shaping our
work, and we will be seeking a

more active role from our mem-
bers in ensuring the future of
the organisation in the exciting

challenges that lie ahead!

Liam Herrick,
Executive Director
Irish Council for
Civil Liberties
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Editorial by Liam Herrick

Moving on from ICCL

EDITORIAL – ABOUT THE ICCL – FAREWELLS
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New staff profiles New board members
ICCL extends a warm wel-
come to new Board Members
Maurice Manning, Mary
Lawlor, Maria Helen Murphy
and Marguerite Bolger. 

Maeve O’Rourke has just fin-
ished a PhD on the potential
for the rule against torture
and ill-treatment to address
mistreatment of older people
and joins us as our Senior Re-
search and Policy Officer.Maeve
says, “I have a background in
human rights campaigning,
litigation and academic re-
search, all of which have pre-
pared me well for the chal-
lenging work ahead as part of
the ICCL team. I’m looking
forward to the ICCL playing a
major role in public debate
and policy concerning Garda
reform, women’s reproductive
rights, Brexit and the Good
Friday Agreement, judicial re-
form, and reparation for ‘his-
toric’ institutional abuse among
other issues.”. Maeve is a bar-
rister and has previous expe-
rience with the Justice for
Magdalenes/JFM Research
group, as well as with Equality
Now, Harvard Law School Hu-
man Rights Program and the
University of Minnesota Law
School Human Rights Center.
She also co-founded the ‘Clann
Project’ with JFM Research and
the Adoption Rights Alliance.

Chris McCartin joined the
ICCL as Administrative Officer
in September 2017 and is re-
sponsible for office opera-
tions. Chris says “I’m enjoying
applying skills I acquired in
the public sector to NGO work
and am looking forward to

2018 in my new role!”. Chris
previously provided adminis-
trative support to key units
in the Department of Public
Expenditure and Reform and
Department of Foreign Affairs
and Trade. Prior to joining
the ICCL, he worked with Uni-
versity College Dublin’s Uni-
versity Secretariat to support
a number of governance and
management committees.

Sinéad Nolan, joins us from
Front Line Defenders as our
Public Engagement and Com-
munications Officer and says
“I started with the ICCL in
October and I am thoroughly
enjoying it so far. Given that
my experience before ICCL
was mainly international, I
am relishing the chance to
work in the domestic context.
I am also really looking for-
ward to engaging with the
ICCL membership, and the
general public, in a mean-
ingful way come 2018!” Sinéad
has previously worked along-
side activists-at-risk in Latin
America, including in Colom-
bia and Mexico and also has
experience in the homeless
sector in Dublin.

Ethan Shattock joined us for
three too-short months pro-
viding Administrative & Policy
Support. He is “passionate
about human rights, the in-
ternet of things, privacy and
surveillance law”. Originally

from Malahide, Ethan grad-
uated from Maynooth Univer-
sity with a Bachelor of Civil
Laws & Chinese (Internation-
al) in 2016 , and with a first
class honours LLM Masters
in International Business Law
in 2017. He received first class
honours for his dissertation
“The Surveillance State in
The United States in Europe:
The Legislative Impact Arising
from the 2013 Snowden Rev-
elations”. Ethan will be re-
turning to his studies in 2018
and we wish him all the best.

Elizabeth Farries, is the In-
formation Rights Project Man-
ager for ICCL and INCLO. She
says “I am so pleased to be
working with the ICCL as the
Information Rights Project
Manager with the Interna-
tional Network of Civil Lib-
erties Organization. I'm a
Canadian lawyer and TCD PhD
candidate and am happily
bringing my research inter-
ests, including digital privacy
rights and cybermisogyny, to
this role.” Elizabeth has a
practice background in liti-
gation, intellectual property,
and human rights. She addi-
tionally has policy experience
with the Canadian provincial
government; and has provided
legal services to indigenous
and impoverished clients in
criminal, family law, and hu-
man rights matters.
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THE ISSUE OF GARDA REFORM CONTINUES
to be a major focus for the ICCL. The
ICCL has been awarded a grant from
the Irish Human Rights and Equality
Commission for the purpose of mapping
the human rights obligations that apply
to policing as well as research on meth-
ods of achieving human rights-based
cultural change. Liam Herrick published
an opinion piece in The Irish Examiner
explaining the need for a long-term
strategy for Garda reform which puts
the State’s human rights obligations at
its centre. The ICCL is planning to con-
vene a public event on 30th January
2018, following our submission to the
Commission on the Future of Policing,
to discuss the potential for human rights-
based reform of An Garda Síochána.
Stay tuned for more details.

Victim’s Directive
ICCL IS WORKING TO ENSURE THE FULL
implementation of the EU Victims
Directive and the Criminal Justice (Vic-
tims of Crime) Act 2017 in Irish law, in-
cluding working with others to put in
place policies and processes for effective
access to the rights set out under the
Directive. This will be secured by suc-
cessful completion of existing partner-
ship agreements at the national and
European levels. We recently launched
a Massive Open Online Course (MOOC),
in partnership with The Law Society of
Ireland and The Bar of Ireland, offering
expert guidance on all practitioners who
will be implementing the Victims’ Di-
rective and the Criminal Justice (Victims
of Crime) Act 2017. The project is co-
funded by the Justice Programme of
the European Union.

THE JUDICIAL COUNCIL BILL AND
Judicial Appointments Commission Bill
are both making their way through the
Oireachtas. The ICCL provided input to
the recent Seanad debate on the Judicial
Council Bill, calling (among other things)

for an explicit requirement for judges
to receive training on their human rights
and equality obligations. We are prepar-
ing detailed submissions on both Bills,
which will build on the ICCL’s ‘Justice
Matters’ publication.

ON 23 NOVEMBER 2017, THEOMBUDSMAN
published a report entitled ‘Opportunity
Lost’, finding that
the Department of
Justice has malad-
ministered the
Magdalen ‘restora-
tive justice’ scheme.

The Ombudsman
has requested that
the Department re-
port back to him in
a short timeframe
on the measures
taken to reconsider
women’s applica-
tions using fair pro-
cedures, and to pro-
vide access to the
scheme for women
deemed to lack the ability to manage
their financial affairs. The ICCL has
consistently criticised the manner in
which redress has been afforded to vic-

tims of gross and systematic human
rights abuse in institutions including

Magdalene Laundries.

We issued a joint press
release in response to
the Ombudsman’s report.

Justicia
In 2018 the JUSTICIA project will become
part of the LEAP network of European
experts – effectively merging the two
networks. Since the European Com-
mission granted the ICCL a significant
operating grant in July 2012, we have
taken the lead in the JUSTICIA European
Rights Network consisting of the 19
Network Member organisations based
in 17 Member states. Work is ongoing
in preparing the Network’s projected
activities such as holding training sem-
inars and conferences; producing various
publications; engaging in collective lob-
bying in the area of EU criminal justice,
as well as developing the online EU
Justice portal. Publications, including
expected outputs from recently com-
pleted policy and research projects, will
be available for download from the web-
site www.EUJUSTICIA.net
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OUR WORK PROMOTING JUSTICE

Garda Reform

Magdalene Redress Scheme

Submissions on Judicial Bills

ICCL’s Maria MacDonald BL (right)
with Chief Supt. Anne Marie McMa-
hon at the launch of the online course

Opportunity Lost,
An Investigation by
the Ombudsman,
was published in
November of this year

ICCL at the UN
BACK IN JULY, ICCL WENT TO GENEVA
and presented the position of a broad
coalition of NGOs to the UN Committee
Against Torture. We called for Ireland
to ratify the Optional Protocol to the
Convention Against Torture, which pro-
vides for the inspection of places of de-
tention. Ireland is one of a tiny number
of European states which still has not
ratified this protocol, a full decade after
signing it. In its subsequent report, the
Committee criticised the partial imple-
mentation of recommendations in the
Ryan Report, as well as only partial im-
plementation of its recommendations
to recognise FGM as torture and carry
out awareness-raising around it. It then
went on to criticise the lack of investi-
gation into the Magdalene Laundries,
and called for a mechanism to “prose-
cute perpetrators and ensure that victims
obtain redress and have an enforceable
right to compensation”.  

https://www.iccl.ie/news/human-rights-organisations-call-on-department-of-justice-to-implement-ombudsman-findings-on-magdalene-redress-scheme/
https://www.iccl.ie/news/policing-human-rights/
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CAT%2fC%2fIRL%2fCO%2f2&Lang=en
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HERE AT ICCL, WE ARE KEENLY AWARE
that Ireland is at a critical juncture in
the struggle for reproductive rights for
women and girls, but we also know
that we are not the only country where
this is the case.

We are internationally informed through
our work in the International Network
of Civil Liberties Organisations so we
invited representatives from our partner
organisations to Dublin on 8 November
to speak about their struggles for re-
productive rights.

UN expert Frances Raday opened the
day with an inspiring keynote speech
on the grounding for reproductive rights
in international human rights law. We
were delighted that she remained on
for the duration of the conference and
participated in our closing panel dis-
cussion, along with Louise Melling of
the American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU), Les Allamby of the NIHRC and
Sinéad Kennedy of the Coalition to Re-
peal the 8th. 

During the day we heard contributions
from, amongst many others, Sneha
Mukherjee of the HRLN and Bongiwe
Gumede of South Africa’s Legal Re-
sources Centre. One of our favourite

parts of the day was when an audience
member asked Bongiwe what advice
she had for Irish activists trying to open
difficult conversations around abortion
and she replied, “When things are un-
comfortable, that is when it is important to
keep going. Keep going, and be bolder!”

Videos from the event are available on
our webpage and some of the day’s
proceedings were captured by The Irish
Times. The ICCL also produced a sum-
mary of its policy on Women’s Equality
and Article 40.3.3 of the Irish Constitu-
tion.

OUR WORK SECURING EQUALITY

Abortion Laws & Human Rights Conference

www.iccl.ie/news/policing-human-rights/
www.iccl.ie/news/abortion-laws-human-rights/
www.iccl.ie/news/womens-equality-8th/

links on these pages...

“When things are
uncomfortable, that is
when it is important to
keep going. Keep going,
and be bolder!”
Bongiwe Gumede

Clockwise, from top left:
Bongiwe Gumede; Sneha Mukherjee;
UN expert Frances Raday (left) with
Louise Melling of the American Civil
Liberties Union (ACLU)

http://www.inclo.net/
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/social-affairs/global-reproductive-rights-experts-in-dublin-to-discuss-abortion-access-1.3283988


IN NOVEMBER, THE ICCL MADE
submissions with Digital Rights Ireland
to the Joint Committee on Justice and
Equality regarding the new Irish Bill on
data retention. We asserted that to pro-
tect people’s privacy, the Bill must meet
the requirements of European law and
human rights conventions. The Bill was
drafted in response to key findings of
the Murray review of the communications
data regime in Ireland, after European

courts invalidated an EU directive upon
which Ireland’s data retention laws are
based. The review concluded that the
current data retention scheme in Ireland
is a form of mass surveillance. Before
the Joint Committee, we argued that
the Bill must go further than its current
form to protect our privacy rights and
to provide for a robust oversight authority
in Ireland.  

ON 7 NOVEMBER INCLO MEMBERS
including the ICCL participated in a
hearing addressing the failure of the
UK government to give proper effect to
the right to privacy. The UK Government
claims the right to intercept, examine,
and store in bulk any communications
data traversing the UK, and to share in-
tercepted data with other state intelli-
gence services. In this case, lead by
Liberty UK, the ICCL and other rights

groups argued that this generalised
interference with our private data con-
travenes human rights conventions and
domestic laws, including ECHR Articles
8 (the right to privacy), Article 10 (the
right to freedom of expression), Article
14 (anti-discrimination), and Article 6
(civil rights and obligations). A hearing
decision is likely to be issued in the
next six months  
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EQUALITY – RIGHT TO PRIVACY

Data retention presentation

INCLO mass surveillance case at ECHR

Maeve O’Rourke, Elizabeth Farries and Liam Herrick at Leinster House

Coalition to Repeal
the Eighth
ON 13 DECEMBER THE COALITION
warmly welcomed
the Joint Oireachtas
Committee on the
8th’s recognition that
women’s healthcare
does not belong in
the Constitution and their
clear recommendation for
repeal of the Eighth Amendment. The
Coalition thanked the Committee for
their hard work and dedication, and for
their willingness to be open-minded,
courageous and compassionate in con-
sidering this complex issue.

Early December was a nail-biting time
for the Coalition with political turmoil
threatening a general election. The
major concern was that an election
would put an end to the work of the
Commitee just three weeks before it
was due to complete its report. Fortu-
nately, and to sighs of relief all round, a
pre-Christmas election is no longer on
the cards, but it is still on the horizon
and the Coalition is preparing for that.
They are asking people to support the
Talk to Your TD about the 8th Amendment
campaign. To help you get started,
they’ve put together a leaflet with lots
of useful information and tips. If you
visit your TD, why not  post a photo
from outside your TD's office using the
hashtag #TalkRepeal to encourage oth-
ers and, most importantly, please take
a moment to send the Coalition your
feedback. 

March for Choice
ON 30 SEPTEMBER, THE ICCL MARCHED
along with an estimated 30,000 people
and other members of the Coalition to
Repeal the 8th Amendment. We were
heartened to see the crowds! On 8 No-
vember we published a summary of our
position on why the 8th amendment
should be repealed.

Deirdre Miller and Liam Herrick

https://www.repealeight.ie/coalition-repeal-eighth-amendment-response-joint-oireachtas-committee-recommendations/
https://www.iccl.ie/human-rights/iccldri-submission-to-joint-committee-on-justice-and-equality-communications-retention-of-data-act-bill-2017/
http://www.thejournal.ie/readme/ireland-is-not-immune-to-the-threat-of-digital-surveillance-against-our-journalists-3685983-Nov2017/
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ON 11 OCTOBER, THE ICCL AND
Digital Rights Ireland hosted a public
meeting addressing privacy concerns
raised by the public services card (PSC)
scheme being rolled out in Ireland.

The meeting described the lack of leg-
islative basis for the card, together with

THE INAUGURAL DUBLIN HUMAN
Rights Festival took place on 21 October
and ICCL were delighted to take part in
the final talk of the day, entitled Techie
How To: Outsmart Online Surveillance. 
In what was a very informal and en-
gaging panel on digital security, Eliza-
beth Farries, who had just joined ICCL
as our Information Rights Project Man-
ager, complemented the practical work
of Front Line Defenders with information
on INCLO’s legal work around mass
surveillance on a global scale.

The panel described how digital security
is a key international human rights
issue and explored some of the mech-
anisms government and private entities
use to hack your data. Elizabeth de-
scribed how data insecurity can cause
hardship for marginalised parties on a
global level. She shared tips from the
INCLO website righttohide.com detailing
open sourced apps and easy techniques
for protecting one’s personal data. Check
out the whole talk on our new website. 

OUR WORK ON PRIVACY RIGHTS

Open Meeting addresses Public Services Card concerns

ICCL at the Dublin Human Rights Festival

TJ McIntyre (DRI), Simon McGarr, Maria Murphy and Karlin Lillington at the
Public Services Card meeting

Pablo Zavala and Wojtek Bogusz of Front Line Defenders with Liam Herrick
and Elizabeth Farries of ICCL

the risk that the card may become
mandatory for public services including
pensions, passports, school transporta-
tion services, etc.

We also explored how the cards have
data security risks as they connect pri-
vate details across governmental de-

partment databases in a manner that
does not include adequate security over-
sights. International privacy concerns
surrounding national identity cards and
digital surveillance were also presented
at the meeting, including presentations
from Privacy International and NO2ID.

www.repealeight.ie/coalition-repeal-eighth-amendment-response-joint-oireachtas-committee-recommendations/
www.iccl.ie/news/data-retention-submission/
www.iccl.ie/news/open-meeting-psc/ 

links on these pages...

www.iccl.ie/news/open-meeting-psc/
https://www.iccl.ie/news/iccl-at-the-dublin-human-rights-festival/


THE ICCL HAS CONVENED A COALITION
of organisations in Northern Ireland
and the Republic of Ireland to campaign
for human rights to be put front and
centre in the Brexit negotiations.

On 1 December 2017 the coalition sent
an open letter to all negotiating parties
calling on them to give written guaran-
tees that the final Brexit deal will respect
the core principles of rights and equality
that underpin the Belfast/Good Friday
Agreement. The Irish Times published
an opinion piece by Liam Herrick a
couple of weeks prior. 

ATLANTIC PHILANTHROPIES HELD ITS
final board meeting in Dublin in June
2017. This marked the end of an historic
relationship between Chuck Feeney, the
foundation he set up and Ireland – and
especially Irish civil society.

Over 20 years, ICCL received over $10m
in grants from Atlantic. This was the
majority of our funding over this period
and Atlantic support was essential to
our successful human rights work in
areas such as equality legislation, polic-

ing and justice reform, international
human rights engagement, and LGBT
rights.

ICCL – and Irish society more generally
– owes an enormous debt to Chuck
Feeney and to the staff of Atlantic over
the years for all that they have done to
nurture a strong civil society in Ireland.
We are committed to building on this
legacy and continuing to realise our
common vision of a more just Ireland.
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Funders
ICCL would like to thank our funders
and supporters who make our work
possible:

The Atlantic Philanthropies
Sigrid Rausing Trust
The Open Society Foundation
The Community Foundation Ireland
The Irish Human Rights and Equality
Commission
The European Commission
The Friends of ICCL
ICCL’s Members

New site, new office...
how about becoming
a new member?

New website
Have you seen our new website yet?
Visit the new site at ag www.iccl.ie

Share your feedback with us using our
hashtag #NewWebsite.

New office
Not only have we got a new website
and a new team, we are also moving to
a new office! We’ll be hoping to invite
members of ICCL in for an evening
reception in the New Year so, members,
watch this space…

Note on membership
ICCL is proud of being a membership-
based organisation. We are looking to
rejuvenate our membership base and
start giving back to members. If you
are currently a member, we’d love to
hear your feedback on how we can
improve our outreach. Drop a line to
info@iccl.ie or visit www.iccl.ie for
information on how to become a
member.

Brexit: an open letter from ICCL to all parties

Thank you, Atlantic Philanthropies!

CONTACT ICCL

Irish Council for Civil Liberties,
9-13 Blackhall Place,
Dublin-7

Phone: +353-1-799 4504
Email: info@iccl.ie
www.iccl.ie

Read the open letter from ICCL to the
Brexit negotiating parties at
www.iccl.ie/human-rights/brexit-
threats-to-human-rights/

ON THE COVER: Sneha Mukherjee of the Human Rights and Law Network, India, at the INCLO conference in November.
Photo credit: Conor McCabe photography
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